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Abstract

Carpet weaving in Gilan, unlike the well-known carpet-weaving centers of Iran, has been the subject of limited
systematic research, leaving the region’s role in Iran’s carpet production largely ambiguous. The existence of five
remaining qalicheh (small carpets) from the years 1305-1306 AH SH, produced in Dar al-Masakin of Rasht under
the supervision of the Baldieh (municipality), according to the mayor’s proposal at the time, constitutes one of
the few documented pieces of evidence of carpet-weaving activity in this area. This study aims to examine the
technical and aesthetic aspects of these works and to reassess their position within the broader context of Iranian
carpet weaving. The research employs a descriptive—analytical methodology with a historical approach, based on
data collected from library sources, field surveys, and direct observation of the samples. Findings indicate that
these qalicheh were produced by Gilanese (Rashti) weavers using local raw materials, combined with vegetal and
mineral dyeing techniques, yet under the influence of design patterns and supervision by migrant master weavers
from Kashan. Technical analysis reveals a knot density ranging from 35 to 50 knots per 6.5 cm, a Persian weaving
structure, and a synergy between the skills of Gilanese weavers and the specialized knowledge imported from
Kashan, Farahan, and Saruq. Aesthetically, all samples feature lachak-toranj designs, with indigo and cream colors
being the most prominent; the balanced distribution of dark and light colors reflects the urban design traditions of
the period. Among the five samples, three include inscriptions (katibe), while two do not. The results demonstrate
that these qalicheh are not only significant from technical and aesthetic perspectives but also serve as reliable
documentation to clarify Gilan’s contribution to the history of Iranian carpet weaving and the impact of social

conditions, master weaver migration, and municipal policies on the production of this period.
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Introduction

Carpet weaving in Iran has long stood as one of the most prominent manifestations of traditional
arts, reflecting not only utilitarian functions but also the cultural identity and aesthetic values of diverse
regions. Some areas—particularly the northern regions and Gilan province—have received comparatively
less attention as independent centers of carpet production due to their specific climatic conditions and
high humidity. Although historical evidence indicates that carpet weaving was practiced in parts of Gilan,
contemporary production in the province often relies on non-local designs and is commonly marketed
under the names of other weaving centers. Nonetheless, the present study identifies five small carpets
woven by local weavers around 1926-1927 at Dar al-Masakin of Rasht, now preserved in the Rasht
Museum. As documentary evidence, this set strengthens Gilan’s standing as a genuine weaving center and
calls for a reassessment of prevailing assumptions about the geography of carpet production. Therefore,
this research undertakes a technical examination of these carpets—covering weave structure, raw
materials, knot density, weaving techniques, and yarn-dyeing methods—and a parallel aesthetic analysis
of their motifs, patterns, and color schemes, with the aim of presenting the findings to the scholarly

community.

Materials and Methods

This study is a qualitative and developmental research project, employing a descriptive-analytical
methodology with a historical and documentary approach. Data were collected through both library
research and fieldwork, including photography and direct observation of the samples under study at
the Rasht Museum. Following identification and classification, the data were examined, analyzed, and
interpreted by the authors from technical and aesthetic perspectives. The objects of study comprise five
surviving carpets from the period when carpet weaving was active in the Gilan region, specifically in the
city of Rasht, currently preserved in the Rasht Museum. The main research question addressed is: What
are the technical and aesthetic components of the Dar al-Masakin carpets in the Rasht Museum, and to

which Iranian weaving school do the structure and style of these samples correspond?

Results

In the Museum of Anthropology and Archaecology of Rasht, five handwoven carpets are preserved,
which, based on their signatures and weaving style, date back to the years 1305 and 1306 in the Iranian
solar calendar (1926-1927 CE). These carpets were woven at Dar al-Masakin of Rasht during the critical
eatly years of the 14th solar century, a period marked by widespread famine, social unrest, and the
consequences of political and military upheavals. The carpets under study are made of wool pile with
cotton warps and are recognized as prominent examples in the history of carpet weaving in Gilan,
known specifically as the Dar al-Masakin carpets of Rasht. Although they were woven within the local
context of Rasht, preliminary analysis indicates that their motifs and compositions overlap with the
design traditions of the Kashan carpet school. This coexistence of styles raises fundamental questions
about local authenticity, the transmission of visual patterns, and cultural connections between Gilan
and other artistic centers in Iran. Of the five carpets, three contain inscriptions, while two are without
inscriptions. The average knot density is 42 knots per 6.5 centimeters of Persian weave. The carpets are
mostly small-sized, all with asymmetrical Persian knots. The predominant colors used are indigo blue
and cream, dyed using natural plant-based and mineral dyes. The selvedges of all carpets are continuous,
and the foundation structure consists of two wefts. All the carpets feature a Lajvard (corner-medallion)

design. Their design school is Kashan, while the weaving location for all pieces is the city of Rasht.
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Discussion

The technical and aesthetic analysis of the Dar al-Masakin carpets indicates that these works were produced
using local raw materials while employing the styles and motifs characteristic of the Kashan school.
This combination of local craftsmanship and recognized techniques represents a prominent example of
interaction between skilled migrant weavers and local artisans, reflecting the effective management of
the municipal authorities in utilizing available human and artistic resources. These carpets exemplify the
classical composition of Iranian carpets. In terms of classification, they cleatly belong to the category of
urban and semi-urban carpets; however, some scholars have attributed their style to Bakhtiari, Saruq, or
Farahan carpets. Examination suggests that the design and motifs of these carpets are more closely aligned
with the Kashan school. In the Iranian carpet-weaving system, due to geographical proximity, designs
and motifs are often transmitted between regions through migration, marriage, or other mechanisms that

facilitate cultural and technical exchange.

Table 1. The preserved carpets in the Rasht Museum bearing inscriptions that read “Dar al-Masakin, Baladieh of Rasht”

The samples examined in the present study

Lajvard (Corner-Medallion) Carpets of the Kashan School, Woven in Rasht.

These works hold not only historical and aesthetic value but also serve as authentic documents
demonstrating the transmission of technical knowledge, the impact of migration, and the strategic
management of human resources under crisis conditions. A comprehensive analysis of these carpets—
including technical, aesthetic, and cultural aspects—can clarify the special position of Dar al-Masakin of
Rasht in the history of Iranian carpet weaving and contribute to understanding the role of Gilan in Iran’s

broader carpet-weaving tradition.
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Conclusion

The program implemented by the Municipality of Rasht, aimed at addressing the crises caused by war and
famine, identified individuals in need and transferred them to Dar al-Masakin. This center, in addition
to providing accommodation and sustenance, was also allocated to migrants from other regions of
Iran. During this period, the mayor, with a systematic and planned approach, identified all individuals
possessing artistic and industrial skills and employed them in various municipal departments. Masters
experienced in carpet weaving, textile weaving, and zati weaving provided the necessary training to local
weavers. This initiative, while creating employment opportunities and supporting livelihoods, facilitated
the transfer of technical and artistic knowledge to the next generation and preserved traditional skills
under crisis conditions. Technical and aesthetic analysis of the Dar al-Masakin carpets indicates that
these works were produced using local raw materials while employing the styles and motifs characteristic
of the Kashan school. This coexistence of local craftsmanship and established techniques exemplifies
the interaction between skilled migrant artisans and local weavers and reflects the effective managerial
capabilities of the mayor in utilizing available human and artistic resources. From a technical perspective,
examination of knot density, knot type, raw materials, and weaving methods shows that Rasht weavers,
leveraging the knowledge of migrant masters, were able to produce carpets of high technical quality. It is
noteworthy that all carpet production was carried out under the supervision of non-local masters, with
the active participation of local artisans. Comparative analysis of the motifs further demonstrates that the

designs were inspired by the Kashan and Farahan schools.
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Table 1. The daftin (weaving comb) preserved in the Rasht Archaeology and Anthropology Museum, dating to the Qajar
period.
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Different angles of the daftin (weaving comb) housed in the Rasht Museum.
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Figure 4. Carpets preserved in the Rasht Museum under the title Baladiyeh Dar al-Masakin of Rasht .
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Figure 6. Linear draft of the carpet design. Figure 5. The first carpet from the Rasht Dar al-Masakin.
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Table 2. Technical specifications of the first carpet from the Rasht Dar al-Masakin.
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Table 3. Details of the Lachak-Toranj carpet from the Rasht Dar al-Masakin.
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Figure8. Linear design sample of the carpet. Figure7. Second carpet from the Rasht Dar al-Masakin.
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Table 4. Technical specifications of the second carpet from the Rasht Dar al-Masakin.
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Table 5. Details of the second carpet from the Rasht Dar al-Masakin.
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Figurel0. Linear design samp Dar al-Masakin.

Table 6. Technical specifications of the third carpet from the Rasht Dar al-Masakin.
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Figure9. Third carpet from the Rasht of the third carpet.
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Table 7. Details of the third carpet from the Rasht Dar al-Masakin.
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Figurel2. Linear draft of the fourth carpet. Figurell. Fourth carpet from the Rasht Dar al-Masakin.
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Table 8. Technical specifications of the fourth carpet from the Rasht Dar al-Masakin.
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Table 9. Details of the fourth carpet from the Rasht Dar al-Masakin.
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Figurel4. Linear design sample of the Dar al-Masakin.
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Table 10. Technical specifications of the fifth carpet from the Rasht Dar al-Masakin.
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Figurel3. Fifth carpet from the Rasht fifth carpet.
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Table 11. Details of the fifth carpet from the Rasht Dar al-Masakin.
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