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Abstract

The relationship between text and image in illustrated manuscripts of Persian literature is a significant subject in the
study of Islamic art and Iranian painting, Despite previous research, the extent to which paintings adhere to poetic
verses and the manner in which visual interpretations of the narrative are constructed in specific manuscripts of the
Haft Peykar remains in need of detailed case-based analysis. This study aims to examine the relationship between
text and image in the illustrations of Haft Peykar in Manuscript No. 1029 of the Bibliotheque nationale de France
and to identify the methods of adherence, selection, and interpretation employed by the painter in representing
the poem. The central research question addresses the ways in which the illustrations of this manuscript follow
the verses of the poem. This research adopts a qualitative approach using a descriptive-analytical method. Data
were collected through documentary research, direct visual examination of the paintings, and comparison of visual
elements with the corresponding verses. The statistical population consists of seven illustrations related to Haft
Peykar in the manuscript, all of which were examined in full. The findings indicate that the painter directly followed
the text in the depiction of characters, the colors of the domes, and key narrative situations. However, by omitting
certain poetic details and incorporating additional architectural, natural, and decorative elements, the artist presented
an interpretive and complementary visual reading of the narrative. Therefore, the relationship between text and

image in this manuscript can be characterized as selective, interpretive, and complementary.
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Introduction

In the tradition of Persian painting, the relationship between literary text and image has always been
one of the most fundamental elements in the creation of illustrated manuscripts. Painters not only
represented the written narrative but, through visual language, also interpreted, expanded, and at times
re-created literary concepts. Narrative poems, particularly story-based works, provided a rich context
for the formation of a complex interaction between verse and image. Despite numerous studies on
Persian illustrated manuscripts, the extent to which images adhere to or diverge from the text in specific
manuscripts has not always been examined in a precise and systematic manner. Manuscript No. 1029
of the Bibliothéque nationale de France, as one of the notable and valuable copies, contains a series
of illustrations related to Haft Peykar, one of the five poems of the Khamsa by Nizami Ganjavi. This
manuscript provides an important opportunity to closely investigate the relationship between the poetic
verses and their visual representation. The central problem of this study is to examine the nature and
degree of the illustrations’ adherence to the verses and to analyze the methods employed by the painter
to convey the narrative and conceptual meanings of the text through visual means. Accordingly, the
main objective is to analyze the relationship between text and image in the Haft Peykar illustrations of
Manuscript No. 1029 and to identify the modes of conformity, selection, and creative interpretation
adopted by the artist. The study also seeks to clarify, through an examination of visual elements, narrative
structure, and scene representation, the extent of correspondence or artistic innovation in the painter’s
engagement with the literary text. The primary research question is: In which aspects do the Haft Peykar
illustrations of Manuscript No. 1029 of the Bibliothéque nationale de France follow the poetic verses?
The significance of this research lies in the fact that studying the relationship between text and image
in illustrated manuscripts not only clarifies artistic and narrative processes in Persian painting but also
contributes to a deeper understanding of the visual interpretation of literary texts. A focused case study
of Manuscript No. 1029—given its artistic qualities and the coherence of its illustrations—can reveal
important patterns of interaction between poet and painter and help address the existing research gap
concerning this specific manuscript. Furthermore, the findings may enhance our understanding of the
role of illustration in conveying literary concepts, contribute to interdisciplinary studies between art and

literature, and provide a foundation for future comparative research on Persian illustrated manuscripts.

Materials and Methods

This study was conducted using a qualitative approach and a descriptive—analytical method, focusing on
the analysis of the relationship between text and image in the illustrations of Haft Peykar. Data were
collected through library and online sources by examining the artworks contained in Manuscript No.
1029 of the National Library of France. The statistical population consisted of nine illustrations related
to the Haft Peykar section of this manuscript, from which seven illustrations depicting the stories of
the Seven Domes and the Seven Princesses were selected as the sample. Data analysis was carried out
through the comparison of narrative and visual elements, the examination of pictorial signs, and their
correspondence with the related verses. The analytical framework was based on the components derived
from Nikolajeva and Scott’s theory, including text adherence, selective omission, visual completion, and

visual interpretation.

Results

Summary of Findings from the Text—Image Correspondence Tables in the Haft Peykar Illustrations
(Table 8): Table 8 demonstrates that in all the examined illustrations, the principal elements of the
verses—particularly the colors of the domes, the depiction of characters, and the narrative situations—
are directly reflected in the images. This indicates a clear and deliberate adherence of the painter to the
poetic text of Haft Peykar from the I(hamsa of Nizami Ganjavi. However, the painter has gone beyond
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mere visual transcription of the text. By incorporating additional natural elements, architectural settings,
and decorative motifs, the artist establishes a complementary and interpretive relationship between text
and image. These additions enrich the narrative atmosphere and visually expand the semantic dimensions
of the poem. Accordingly, the illustrations function not only as representations subordinate to the text

but also as interpretive extensions that elaborate and amplify its meaning,

Discussion

Analytical Conclusion: Overall, the painter was not merely an imitator of the text but rather its interpreter.
By omitting certain non-essential details and introducing complementary visual elements, the artist
sought to translate the poetic narrative of Haft Peykar, from the Khamsa of Nizami Ganjavi, into a
perceptible and visually intelligible language. Thus, the relationship between text and image in Manuscript
No. 1029 of the Bibliothéque nationale de France can be characterized as selective, interpretive, and
complementary—a relationship in which the image, while adhering to the poem, simultaneously acquires

a degree of visual autonomy and independent identity.

Conclusion

The present study, conducted with the aim of examining the relationship between text and image
in the illustrations of Haft Peykar in Manuscript No. 1029 of the Bibliothéque nationale de France,
demonstrates that the painter did not adopt a merely imitative approach in representing the poem. Rather,
through selection, interpretation, and completion of narrative elements, the artist offered a distinct visual
reading of Haft Peykar, one of the five poems of the Khamsa by Nizami Ganjavi. The findings derived
from the comparative tables and visual analyses indicate that the principal narrative components—such
as the characters, the colors of the domes, the banquet settings, and the overall structure of the story—
directly follow the poetic verses, preserving the semantic core of the narrative within the images. At
the same time, the omission of certain descriptive details and the absence of some textual elements
reveal that the painter made conscious choices in accordance with the constraints of the pictorial
frame, compositional principles, and established conventions of Persian painting. This selective process
enhanced the clarity of the scene and emphasized the central narrative action. Moreover, the addition
of architectural, natural, and decorative elements, and secondary figures not explicitly mentioned in the
text played a significant role in enriching the visual composition, shaping the atmosphere, and conveying
the poetic mood. These additions reflect the relative autonomy of visual language in relation to the
text. Accordingly, the relationship between text and image in this manuscript may be characterized as
complementary and interpretive. While the illustrations adhere to the verses, they simultaneously expand
meaning and intensify the narrative experience through the expressive capacities of visual form. In this
process, the painter not only translated literature into image but also created a symbolic and harmonious
space aligned with the spirit of the poem, offering an artistic interpretation of the text. Ultimately, the
findings suggest that the Haft Peykar illustrations in this manuscript represent a notable example of
the creative interaction between poet and painter in the Persian manuscript tradition—an interaction in
which the image functions as an independent medium alongside the text, contributing to the re-creation

of the narrative and enabling a deeper understanding of the story’s imaginative world.
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Table 2. Correspondence Between Image and Text in the Yellow Dome
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Table 3. Correspondence Between Image and Text in the Green Dome
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Table 7. Correspondence Between Image and Text in the White Dome

Comd pigoad 385 (o GBS g o 339290 (oo SS9 Ry

—poy g —4dl o) —tho 135 =3 4y — e

o9y ")L:“’ e QIM S = )9, 63.'.24535) —oal> J.}

Jolaa sazes V-A

A Jyi2) Sercin oS5 )3 s 5 o s Sy 1 Lol s

bumbge 5 acamars dbAdS (S5, ofgts Hdl Lol yolic dbo)S5 ales 3 4 amd_e bt Jgdo oyl *
9 oSS Gl (Bl 5 g (gylome anlo polie (39381 b 555 Lol tnl aidl, Q3L joguad )3 puditns jobo 4 (ol
s 5 o (slinn 0320353 S oS e 06 4330 Lo lS3 s Kl 03,5 Sl e 5 (n gl 41,5

VY| VF sl ojles enmd Jlo Sl el clayin


http://dx.doi.org/10.66224/jic.10.1.440
https://mail.jih-tabriziau.ir/article-1-440-fa.html

[ Downloaded from mail.jih-tabriziau.ir on 2026-10-23 ]

[ DOI: 10.66224/jic.10.1.440 ]

Socan ooy 5 paad g e Bubas Jolis jl adl sanzes A Joao
Table 8. Summary of Findings from the Image—Text Correspondence Tables in the Illustrations of Haft Paykar
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