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Abstract

Studies on the history of Iranian painting and albums (Muraqqa’at) indicate that the preface of Shahab al-Din
Abdullah Morvarid is among the oldest prefaces written for Amir Alishir Navai’s album during the Timurid period.
The most important source preserving a copy of this preface is the Sharafnameh of Morvarid, although neither
the original version of the preface nor the works contained in Navai’s album have yet been identified. During an
examination of the album of Shah Tahmasp held in the Istanbul University Library (nekfy01422), documents were
discovered that led to the hypothesis that these materials could represent the original version of Morvarid’s preface
along with other works by calligraphers intended for Navai’s album. Accordingly, the article aims to analyze these
materials. The findings reveal that the pages of Shah Tahmasp’s album measure 476x340 mm and are decorated
with gilded margins. The layout of the text is consistent across its pages. However, the pages attributed to Morvarid’s
preface and other components of Navai’s album are slightly smaller, featuring a distinct gold-colored tableau and
being mounted onto the background of Shah Tahmasp’s album. Morvarid composed the preface using the Taaliq
script, in which he was highly skilled, and he also employed this script in his Munsha’at. The preface is dated 897AH
and was written in Herat, while his other works bear the signature Abdullah Ibn Muhammad. Additionally, works
by other calligraphers such as Vali Gilani and Saifullah Kermani, also dated 897AH, are present. It is suggested
that Navai’s album may have been created as a tribute to Taj Salmani, who died in that year. The research is based
on library resources, with Shah Tahmasp’ album accessed online, and follows a historical, descriptive-analytical

approach.
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Introduction

In the tradition of Iranian book arrangement, one of the first Albums (Muraqqa’at) was produced in the
city of Herat during the Timurid period under the reign of Sultan Hussein Bayqara. This album, prepared
by Shahab al-Din Abdullah bin Muhammad Morvarid on the orders of Alishir Navai, has not yet been
found to contain any trace of its works, but some historical texts have referred to the preface written by
Morvarid. The author, who has been examining the album of Shah Tahmasp at Istanbul University, found
that the original preface of Navai’s album, composed in Morvarid’s suspended script, is scattered in this
album along with other related works. It can be said that ShahQoli Khalifa Muhrdar, compiler of Shah
Tahmasp’s album, included Morvarid’s preface and Navai’s works in it, but later the pages were separated
and reordered incorrectly. This article first presents brief information about Shah Tahmasb’s album
and then discusses its contents, especially the preface from Navai’s album in Morvarid script. The main
research question is what characteristics of Morvarid’s preface and similar works confirm their attribution
to Navai’s album. The necessity of this research arises from the existence of contradictory views, mostly
based on the Sharafnameh version written in Nastaliq script in 908 AH and kept in the Istanbul University
Library (nekfay00087), published by Roemer in 1951. By examining the original version, this study aims
to fill gaps and add new insights to the historical development of albums and their prefaces.

Materials and Methods

The research adopts a historical approach using descriptive-analytical methods to study the original
preface by Abdullah Morvarid written for Navai’s album in 897AH, identified in Shah Tahmasp’s album
at Istanbul University. The study also examines other works within this album that may be linked to
Navai’s collection based on specific characteristics. Sources for this research were gathered from libraries,
encompassing books, manuscripts, and articles. Images referenced in the article originate from files
nekfay01422 and nekfay00087 from Shah Tahmasp’s album and Morvarid’s Sharafnameh preserved in
the Istanbul University Library. The manuscript pages are denoted by the abbreviations “R” (Recto) and
“V” (Verso).

Results

The findings suggest that the text of Morvarid’s preface located in Shah Tahmasp’s album may indeed
be the original preface intended for Navai’s album, which has been separated from its initial context.
Morvarid’s preface spans four pages, written in suspended script with six lines of black ink. Although
it lacks a formal title, the terminology used reflects common practices in calligraphy, indicating that this
collection primarily consists of calligraphers’ works. Notably, the preface includes two completion dates:
one explicitly states (“AY "slalss 5 emd § o ), While another line features a chronogram “l g ssel ges gye o
also corresponding to897AH.

Discussion

For the first time, Roemer learned through the Munsha’at of Morvarid, known as Sharafnameh that
Morvarid had written an essay on the album of Navai, in which he acknowledged that Navai had
requested him to collect, combine, and organize the precious treasures of the masters in the library to
avoid dispersion and arrange a album. Although efforts to find this manuscript have been fruitless, the
author claims that leaves in the Shah Tahmasp’s album of Istanbul University belong to Navai’s album,
and the preface copy there may be the original in Taliq script by Morvarid. The Shah Tahmasp’s album
measures 476X340 mm with gilded margins and uniform layout, but the Morvarid preface sheets are
slightly smaller, with a separate gold-colored tableau, and pasted into it. Morvarid used the Taliq script,
in which he was a master. The preface is dated 897 AH. Other leaves, including works by Vali Gilani

and Saifullah Kirmani, share the same size and features, suggesting they belonged to another album and
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were later transferred. The date 897AH coincides with the death of Taj Salmani, suggesting the album
may be a tribute. Twelve leaves in Taliq script are attributed to Navai’s album; some are signed Abdullah
Muhammad al-Bukhari, one by Saifullah Kirmani dated 897, and another by Nasrullah al-Tayyib. The
preface has no title, is written in six lines on four pages in black ink, and uses calligraphic terminology,
indicating it is a album of calligraphers’ works. It includes two completion dates, including (“ssel ges gyo (o

AY "la3)0), and states it was written by Abdullah bin Muhammad Morvarid in Herat.

Conclusion

A review of the works in Shah Tahmasp’s album shows that some of the leaves and fragments included
in it were separated from other illustrated copies or albums and included in this album. 12 leaves, on
each of which works in suspended script, are related to an album prepared by Shahab al-Din Abdullah
Morvarid for Navai. Four pages of these 12 leaves are related to Morvarid’s preface, which has the date
“agsyg orel gox gy o (897 AH) and was written in the famous town of Herat. Also, on another page, a
Signature of Vali Gilani was found, who in the same year 897AH dealt with a work of Taj Salmani; the
original of that work was dated 821AH. On three pages of the works of the hanging lines, there is the
tigure of Abdullah Muhammad Al-Bukhari, which refers to Morvarid. A work by Seifullah Kermani,
which was also written in the same year 897 AH and in the city of Herat, and considering its size equal to
the other 12 leaves, it should be understood that it was written for the Navai’s album. The pages of the
preface and the Navai’s album have a Three-point gold and blue tabulation, but the pages related to the
Safavid period of the Shah Tahmasp’s album have ten-point tabulations. Also, the width and length of the
pages of the Navai’s album are smaller than the pages of the Shah Tahmasp’s album, and this factor has
caused that when these pages are placed inside the tabulated box of the Shah Tahmasp’s album, a large
part of the tabulated space remains empty. Also, the words and terms that Morvarid used in writing this
preface, such as, “Ruqa, Tuqi, Medade meshkin, Taaliq, Ruqume khat, Muhaqiq, Qavahede khutut”, are
terms that are common in the art of calligraphy, and these terms indicate that this album was simply an
album of calligraphers’ works. These points refute the claim of Mayal Heravi, who considered the Nava’i
album to be a collection of paintings and calligraphy works. Considering that the date of this preface and
other calligraphers’ works coincide with the date of death of Taj Salmani in 897 AH, it can be concluded
that the works collected in this album were a respectful and religious tribute from Khwaja Taj’s students
to their master. The reasons presented, considering the works in Shah Tahmasp’s album and the analysis
of written sources, show that some of the works related to Navai’s album and the original preface to this
album in the handwriting of Morvarid, which had been missing and inaccessible for many years, have
now been found, and it should be hoped that perhaps the rest of the works of Navai’s album can be

found in other works and albums related to the Safavid era.
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Figure 2. Signatures of Shahab al-Din Abdullah Murvarid, 897 AH, Fol 79v, Shah Tahmasp’s Album, nekfy01422, Istanbul

University Library.
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Figure 3. Signatures of Vali Gilani, Fol 81v, 897 AH, Shah Tahmasp’s Album, nekfy01422, Istanbul University Library.
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Figure 4. Handwriting Seifullah Kermani, Fol 43v, Amir AliShir Navai’s Album, Rabi al-Sani 897 AH, Shah Tahmasp’s Album,
nekfy01422, Istanbul University Library.
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Figure 5. Title of Amir AliShir Navai’ Album, Munsha’at of Morvarid, 908 AH, Ms. nekfy00087, Istanbul University Library.
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Figure 6. Fol 891, Preface of Amir AliShir Navai’s Album, Handwriting of Khwaja Shab al-Din Abdullah Morvarid, 897 AH.
Shah Tahmasp’s Album, nekfy01422, Istanbul University Library.
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Figure 7. Fol 89v, Preface of Amir AliShir Navai’s Album, Handwriting of Khwaja Shab al-Din Abdullah Morvarid, 897 AH.
Shah Tahmasp’s Album, nekfy01422, Istanbul University Library
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Figure 8. Fol 79r, Preface of Amir AliShir Navai’s Album, Handwriting of Khwaja Shab al-Din Abdullah Morvarid, 897 AH.
Shah Tahmasp’s Album, nekfy01422, Istanbul University Library.
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Figure 9. Fol 79v, Preface of Amir AliShir Navai’s Album, Handwriting of Khwaja Shab al-Din Abdullah Morvarid, 897 AH.
Shah Tahmasp’s Album, nekfy01422, Istanbul University Library
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